
FIFTEENTH SUNDAY AFTER PENTECOST 
September 1, 2024 

 
INVOCATION 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION p. 117 
 
KYRIE 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast” p. 149 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY - O God our strength, without you we are weak and wayward creatures.  Protect 
us from all dangers that attack us from the outside, and cleanse us from all evil that arises from within 
ourselves, that we may be preserved through your Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON    DEUTERONOMY 4:1-2, 6-9 
 
PSALM 15 
 
SECOND LESSON JAMES 1:17-27 
 
VERSE:    Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go.  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  
 
THE GOSPEL  MARK 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
 
REFLECTION:  The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with instruction in 
godly behavior, especially by caring for those least able to care for themselves.  Deuteronomy (and 
Exodus, Numbers and Leviticus) provided the law, the divine gift that provided guidelines for living out 
the covenant with God.  And yet holy living and good works are empty when God is not at the center.  In 
the Gospel today, Jesus challenges the illusion that doing right is the same as a right heart, a heart that 
is devoted first and only to God.  
 
HYMN #324 ELW  “In the Cross of Christ” 
          INSERT “En la excelsa cruz de Cristo” 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED p. 127 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Drawn together in the power of the Holy Spirit, we pray with confidence for the church, God’s good 
creation, and all who are in need. 
 
God of every generation, give the church a sense of purpose and belonging.  Sustain and build up your 
people as we accompany one another in our life with Christ.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
God of creation, you named humans as co-creators with you.  Where the earth cries out in pain, bring 
wholeness.  Guide governments and industry, that environmental laws and practices seek to heal and not 
harm.  Bring relief and justice to people and places suffering from climate catastrophe.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Sovereign God, we pray for local communities of every kind:  rural and urban; established and new.  Lead 
those in authority to seek the good of all through their words, decisions and actions.   

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Healing God, you draw near to all who are hurting.  Be with all who desire relief from chronic and acute 
illness, cancer, and post-traumatic stress disorder.  Strengthen health care workers, therapists, and 
caregivers.  Tend to those who are close to our hearts (especially).  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
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On this Labor Day weekend we remember and give thanks for all who have fought for workers’ rights 
around the world.  Continue to improve working conditions and establish fair wages so that all people 
may thrive.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Comforting God, console us as we mourn our departed (especially).  We hold fast to the promise that 
death has been defeated by our Savior Jesus Christ.  

Merciful God, receive our prayer. 
We entrust these and all our prayers to you, holy God, in the name of your beloved child, Jesus Christ, 
our Savior.  Amen. 
 
SHARING of the PEACE 
 
OFFERING Allelu, Allelu, Allelu Gracias Senor 
 
HOLY COMMUNION with LORD’S PRAYER p. 129 
 
BENEDICTION:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face to shine upon you.  The Lord 
look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen. 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT EMMANUEL 
 

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Worship 
WEDNESDAY   8:00 p.m. AA 
 
 
Let us pray for… 

 

    Kurt Kusserow, Bishop, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  
Peter Asplin, Melissa Stoller, Assistants to the Bishop  
Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop, ELCA  
Bishop Henrik Stubkjær, President, Lutheran World Federation 
President Modeste, Tulear Synod, Malagasy Lutheran Church 
 

HEALING & SPECIAL NEEDS: George & Debbie K., asylum seekers especially children, Rachel F., Pr. Norm M., Peggy 
E., Marilyn & Brian H., Rose & Chip, Rita, Pres. Carter, Jim & Judy H.,  Kirk D., Mason M., Noah, Luca, Karen M., Len & 
Carole, Roni, Karin, Tommy C., Karen S., Fernando W., Darlene & Al, Lana, Dayton, Jeffery, Don W., Mindy, Marylene, 
Nancy S., Nancy, Aligha, Palonis family, Ron R., Zach F., Katie, Ed, Stephanie, Tyler C.,  Sandra & all with flu, RSV, 
COVID and unknown illnesses.   
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY:  Rev. Vic Peischl; Shawn Malloy; Fr. Frank Almade 
NURSING HOME / ASSISTED LIVING: Mary Jane Freund (Concordia Ridgewood-Plum); Shirley & Jack Pickens 
(William Penn Center); Roni Mayhood (Merakey); Esther Schwab (Beatty Point) June Minnear (Beatty Point Village); 
Evelyn Rae Dodson (Harmarville Village); Georgetta Colton (Seneca Place). 
CAREGIVERS:  Annie T., Judy M., Chris, Chip, Rebecca, Darlene. 
HOUSING NEEDS:  Diorgho, Leilani. 
EMPLOYMENT:  Derrick, Yinke, Yelisbeth, Cassie, Amanda, Tyler. 
COUNTRY OF THE MONTH:  Panama 
MISSION PARTNER:  Holy Trinity - East Pittsburgh 
CHURCH OF THE MONTH:  Zion Penn Hills 
LUTHERAN AGENCY:  Lutheran Campus Ministry 
SCHOOL OF THE MONTH:  Beechwood Elementary 
 
  



 

First Reading: Deuteronomy 4:1-2, 6-9 
The Israelites believed the law was a divine gift that provided guidelines for living out the covenant. Moses 
commands the people to obey the law and to neither add to nor subtract from it. The Israelites are also to 
teach the law to their children and their children’s children. 
1So now, Israel, give heed to the statutes and ordinances that I am teaching you to observe, so that you may 
live to enter and occupy the land that the LORD, the God of your ancestors, is giving you. 2You must neither 
add anything to what I command you nor take away anything from it, but keep the commandments of 
the LORD your God with which I am charging you. 
 
 6You must observe them diligently, for this will show your wisdom and discernment to the peoples, who, 
when they hear all these statutes, will say, “Surely this great nation is a wise and discerning people!” 7For what 
other great nation has a god so near to it as the LORD our God is whenever we call to him? 8And what other 
great nation has statutes and ordinances as just as this entire law that I am setting before you today? 
 9But take care and watch yourselves closely, so as neither to forget the things that your eyes have seen nor 
to let them slip from your mind all the days of your life; make them known to your children and your children’s 
children. 
 

Psalm: Psalm 15 
LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? (Ps. 15:1) 

 1LORD, who may dwell in your tabernacle? 
  Who may abide upon your holy hill? 
 2Those who lead a blameless life and do what is right, 
  who speak the truth from their heart; 
 3they do not slander with the tongue, they do no evil to their friends; 
  they do not cast discredit upon a neighbor. 
 4In their sight the wicked are rejected, but they honor those who fear the LORD. 
  They have sworn upon their health and do not take back their word. 
 5They do not give their money in hope of gain, nor do they take bribes against the innocent. 
  Those who do these things shall never be overthrown.  
 

Second Reading: James 1:17-27 
The letter of James was intended to provide first-century Christians with instruction in godly behavior. Here 
Christians are encouraged to listen carefully and to act on what they hear, especially by caring for those least 
able to care for themselves. 
17Every generous act of giving, with every perfect gift, is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, 
with whom there is no variation or shadow due to change. 18In fulfillment of his own purpose he gave us birth 
by the word of truth, so that we would become a kind of first fruits of his creatures. 
 
 19You must understand this, my beloved: let everyone be quick to listen, slow to speak, slow to anger; 20for 
your anger does not produce God’s righteousness. 21Therefore rid yourselves of all sordidness and rank growth 
of wickedness, and welcome with meekness the implanted word that has the power to save your souls. 
 
 22But be doers of the word, and not merely hearers who deceive themselves. 23For if any are hearers of the 
word and not doers, they are like those who look at themselves in a mirror; 24for they look at themselves and, 
on going away, immediately forget what they were like. 25But those who look into the perfect law, the law of 
liberty, and persevere, being not hearers who forget but doers who act—they will be blessed in their doing. 
 
 26If any think they are religious, and do not bridle their tongues but deceive their hearts, their religion is 
worthless. 27Religion that is pure and undefiled before God, the Father, is this: to care for orphans and widows 
in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world. 
 



Gospel: Mark 7:1-8, 14-15, 21-23 
Mark’s gospel depicts Jesus as challenging traditional ways in which religious people determine what is pure or 
impure. For Jesus, the observance of religious practices cannot become a substitute for godly words or deeds 
that spring from a faithful heart. 
1Now when the Pharisees and some of the scribes who had come from Jerusalem gathered 
around [Jesus], 2they noticed that some of his disciples were eating with defiled hands, that is, without washing 
them. 3(For the Pharisees, and all the Jews, do not eat unless they thoroughly wash their hands, thus observing 
the tradition of the elders; 4and they do not eat anything from the market unless they wash it; and there are 
also many other traditions that they observe, the washing of cups, pots, and bronze kettles.) 5So the Pharisees 
and the scribes asked him, “Why do your disciples not live according to the tradition of the elders, but eat with 
defiled hands?” 6He said to them, “Isaiah prophesied rightly about you hypocrites, as it is written, 
 
 ‘This people honors me with their lips, 
  but their hearts are far from me; 
 7in vain do they worship me, 
  teaching human precepts as doctrines.’ 
8You abandon the commandment of God and hold to human tradition.” 
 
 14Then he called the crowd again and said to them, “Listen to me, all of you, and understand: 15there is 
nothing outside a person that by going in can defile, but the things that come out are what defile. 
 
 21“For it is from within, from the human heart, that evil intentions come: fornication, theft, 
murder, 22adultery, avarice, wickedness, deceit, licentiousness, envy, slander, pride, folly. 23All these evil 
things come from within, and they defile a person.” 
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