
REFORMATION SUNDAY 
October 27, 2024 

 
INVOCATION 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION p. 117 
 
HYMN #574 ELW  “Here I Am, Lord” 
          INSERT “Aquí estoy Señor” 
 
KYRIE 
 
HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast” p. 149 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY - Almighty God, gracious Lord, we thank you that your Holy Spirit renews the 
church in every age.  Pour out your Holy Spirit on your faithful people.  Keep them steadfast in your word, 
protect and comfort them in times of trial, defend them against all enemies of the gospel, and bestow on 
the church your saving peace, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you 
and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON    JEREMIAH 31:31-34 
 
PSALM 46 
 
SECOND LESSON ROMANS 3:19-28 
 
VERSE:    Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go.  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  
 
THE GOSPEL  JOHN 8:31-36 
 
REFLECTION:  Rooted in the past and growing into the future, the church must always be reformed in 
order to live out the love of Christ in an ever-changing world.  We celebrate the good news of God’s grace, 
that Jesus Christ sets us free every day to do this life-transforming work.  Trusting in the freedom given 
to us in baptism, we pray for the church, that Christians will unite more fully in worship and mission. 
 
HYMN #504 ELW  “A Mighty Fortress” 
           #403 LLC  “Castillo fuerte es nuestro Dios” 
 
APOSTLES’ CREED p. 127 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Challenged by God’s Word in Christ, let us pray for the church, the world, and the whole creation. 
 
Lord of all, we give thanks for the whole church throughout the world.  Open wide the paths toward unity 
between denominations so that all followers of Christ may join in shared worship and mission.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Renewing God, as the dying leaves display their beauty, we are reminded that nature’s cycle of life 
includes and requires both life and death.  Instill in your people a mission of preservation and appreciation 
for trees, animals, and waterways threatened by climate collapse.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Gracious God, in the spirit of reformation we pray for all who cry out for relief from systemic oppression.  
May the hearts of those who occupy seats of power be reformed so that peace becomes the center of our 
life together.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Comforting God, be with all who are sick, suffering, or grieving in our own community and beyond.  
Surround them with the promise of your love, comfort, and grace that never ends.  
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God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Divine Guide, continue to challenge us to be ever reforming in our ministries and outreach efforts.  Inspire 
creative ideas among us so that the communal, grace-filled word of God remains at the heart of our 
ministry.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Almighty God, in Christ’s resurrection you ensure that though life be wrenched away, death cannot win 
the day.  May the truth of your saving grace through faith sustain our hope for life in you.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Into your hands, O God, we commend all for whom we pray, trusting in the saving grace you freely give, 
both now and forever.  Amen. 
 
SHARING of the PEACE 
 
OFFERING Allelu, Allelu, Allelu Gracias Senor 
 
HOLY COMMUNION with LORD’S PRAYER p. 129 
 
HYMN #484 ELW  “You Satisfy the Hungry Heart” 
          INSERT “Tú Sacias Todo Carazón” 
 
BENEDICTION:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face to shine upon you.  The Lord 
look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen. 

 

The flowers on the altar today are presented by Darlene Neill. 
Many thanks to guest organist Thomas Lalor. 

 

THIS WEEK AT EMMANUEL 
 

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m.  Worship 
MONDAY 10:00  a.m.  WIHP 
WEDNESDAY   8:00 p.m. AA 
 

Let us pray for… 
 

    Kurt Kusserow, Bishop, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  
Peter Asplin, Melissa Stoller, Assistants to the Bishop  
Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop, ELCA  
Bishop Henrik Stubkjær, President, Lutheran World Federation 
President Modeste, Tulear Synod, Malagasy Lutheran Church 
 

HEALING & SPECIAL NEEDS: George & Debbie K., asylum seekers especially children, Rachel F., Pr. Norm M., Peggy E., 
Marilyn & Brian H., Rose & Chip, Rita, Pres. Carter, Judy H.,  Kirk D., Mason M., Noah, Luca, Karen M., Len & Carole, Roni, 
Karin, Tommy C., Karen S., Fernando W., Darlene & Al, Lana, Dayton, Jeffery, Don W., Mindy, Marilaine, Nancy S., Nancy, 
Aligha, Ron R., Zach F., Katie, Ed, Tyler C., Nan, Sandi, Sandra, Mateo G., Lisa, Marlene, Bill, Amy, Surri, & all with flu, RSV, 
COVID and unknown illnesses.   
NURSING HOME / ASSISTED LIVING: Mary Jane Freund (Concordia Ridgewood-Plum); Shirley & Jack Pickens (William 
Penn Center); Roni Mayhood (Merakey); Esther Schwab (Beatty Point) June Minnear (Beatty Point Village); Evelyn Rae Dodson 
(Harmarville Village); Georgetta Colton (Seneca Place). 
CAREGIVERS:  Judy M., Chris, Chip, Rebecca, Darlene, Elaine. 
HOUSING NEEDS:  Leilani. 
EMPLOYMENT:  Derrick, Yelisbeth, Cassie, Tyler. 
COUNTRY OF THE MONTH:  Democratic Republic of Congo 
MISSION PARTNER:  Holy Trinity - East Pittsburgh 
CHURCH OF THE MONTH:  Christ’s Lutheran 
LUTHERAN AGENCY:  Community 341 
SCHOOL OF THE MONTH:  Propel 
  



First Reading: Jeremiah 31:31-34 
The renewed covenant will not be breakable, but like the old covenant it will expect the people to live upright 
lives. To know the LORD means that one will defend the cause of the poor and needy (Jer. 22:16). The renewed 
covenant is possible only because the LORD will forgive iniquity and not remember sin. Our hope lies in a God 
who forgets. 
31The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will make a new covenant with the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah. 32It will not be like the covenant that I made with their ancestors when I took them by the 
hand to bring them out of the land of Egypt—a covenant that they broke, though I was their husband, says 
the LORD. 33But this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those days, says the LORD: 
I will put my law within them, and I will write it on their hearts; and I will be their God, and they shall be my 
people. 34No longer shall they teach one another, or say to each other, “Know the LORD,” for they shall all know 
me, from the least of them to the greatest, says the LORD; for I will forgive their iniquity, and remember their 
sin no more. 

Psalm: Psalm 46 
The LORD of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our stronghold. (Ps. 46:7) 

 1God is our refuge and strength, 
  a very present help in trouble. 
 2Therefore we will not fear, though the earth be moved, 
  and though the mountains shake in the depths of the sea; 
 3though its waters rage and foam, 
  and though the mountains tremble with its tumult. 
 4There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 
  the holy habitation of the Most High. 
 5God is in the midst of the city; it shall not be shaken; 
  God shall help it at the break of day. 
 6The nations rage, and the kingdoms shake; 
  God speaks, and the earth melts away.  
 7The LORD of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold. 
 8Come now, regard the works of the LORD, 
  what desolations God has brought upon the earth; 
 9behold the one who makes war to cease in all the world; 
  who breaks the bow, and shatters the spear, and burns the shields with fire. 
 10“Be still, then, and know that I am God; 
  I will be exalted among the nations; I will be exalted in the earth.” 
 11The LORD of hosts is with us; 
  the God of Jacob is our stronghold.  

Second Reading: Romans 3:19-28 
Paul’s words stand at the heart of the preaching of Martin Luther and other Reformation leaders. No human 
beings make themselves right with God through works of the law. We are brought into a right relationship with 
God through the divine activity centered in Christ’s death. This act is a gift of grace that liberates us from sin 
and empowers our faith in Jesus Christ. 
19Now we know that whatever the law says, it speaks to those who are under the law, so that every mouth 
may be silenced, and the whole world may be held accountable to God. 20For “no human being will be justified 
in his sight” by deeds prescribed by the law, for through the law comes the knowledge of sin. 
 
 21But now, apart from law, the righteousness of God has been disclosed, and is attested by the law and the 
prophets, 22the righteousness of God through faith in Jesus Christ for all who believe. For there is no 
distinction, 23since all have sinned and fall short of the glory of God; 24they are now justified by his grace as a 
gift, through the redemption that is in Christ Jesus, 25whom God put forward as a sacrifice of atonement by his 
blood, effective through faith. He did this to show his righteousness, because in his divine forbearance he had 
passed over the sins previously committed; 26it was to prove at the present time that he himself is righteous 
and that he justifies the one who has faith in Jesus. 



 
 27Then what becomes of boasting? It is excluded. By what law? By that of works? No, but by the law of 
faith. 28For we hold that a person is justified by faith apart from works prescribed by the law. 

Gospel: John 8:31-36 
Jesus speaks of truth and freedom as spiritual realities known through his word. He reveals the truth that sets 
people free from sin. 
31Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, “If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 32and 
you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.” 33They answered him, “We are descendants of 
Abraham and have never been slaves to anyone. What do you mean by saying, ‘You will be made free’?” 
 
 34Jesus answered them, “Very truly, I tell you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin. 35The slave does 
not have a permanent place in the household; the son has a place there forever. 36So if the Son makes you 
free, you will be free indeed.” 
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