
FIRST SUNDAY IN LENT 
March 9, 2025 

 
INVOCATION 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION p. 117 
 
KYRIE 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY – O Lord God, you led your people through the wilderness and brought them to 
the promised land.  Guide us now, so that, following your Son, we may walk safely through the wilderness 
of this world toward the life you alone can give, through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and 
reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON    DEUTERONOMY 26:1-11 
 
PSALM 91:1-2, 9-16 
 
SECOND LESSON ROMANS 10:8b-13 
 
GOSPEL VERSE #473 ELW:  
Holy, holy, holy, my heart, my heart adores you.  My heart is glad to say to you:  You are holy, God. 
 
THE GOSPEL  LUKE 4:1-13 
 
REFLECTION:  These forty days called Lent are like no other.  It is our opportune time to return to the 
God who rescues, to receive the gifts of God’s grace, to believe with the heart and confess with the mouth 
the wonder of God’s love in Jesus, and to resist temptation at every turn.  This is no small pilgrimage on 
which we have just embarked.  It is a struggle Jesus knew.  It is a struggle Jesus shares.  The nearness 
of the Lord, in bread and wine, water and word, will uphold and sustain us. 
 
HYMN #347 ELW “Go to Dark Gethsemane” 
 
NICENE CREED p. 126 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
Led by the Spirit, let us turn to God in prayer for the church, the world, and all those in need. 

Gracious God, speak your word anew among your church.  Strengthen it to withstand the temptation to 
turn inward in fear or complacency.  Embolden church institutions to turn from self-preservation toward 
the self-giving love of Jesus.  

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
Mothering God, speak the word of life into wilderness places and fertile fields.  Grant wisdom to your 
people, that we may quell the urge to strip lands of their resources and instead preserve first fruits for 
future generations.  

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
Almighty God, speak a word of wisdom to people in positions of power:  mayors, councils, and tribal 
leaders, legislators, judges and juries, presidents, and monarchs.  Help them discern your voice and follow 
your guidance, resisting the temptations of the evil one.  

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
Steadfast God, speak words of courage to your people in the wilderness.  Protect migrants and refugees 
on perilous journeys, that they find safe refuge and a portion in the bounty you have given humanity to 
share.  

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
Loving God, speak gently to all who are alone.  Bless lay ministers, home communion teams, and others 
who attend to those who are overlooked, vulnerable, or lonely, that all find belonging in your love.  We 
pray for all who are ill (especially).  
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God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Living God, we give thanks for all the faithful who have crossed the threshold from death to life 
(especially).  Guide us who are living to learn from their wisdom and follow their example.  

God, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
Receive the prayers of your people and draw all things together in your love, in the name of Jesus, who 
leads us from death to life.  Amen. 
 
SHARING of the PEACE 
 
OFFERING Song # 188 ELW “Create in Me” 
 
HOLY COMMUNION with LORD’S PRAYER p. 129 
 
BENEDICTION:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face to shine upon you.  The Lord 
look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen. 

 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT EMMANUEL 
 

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Worship 
WEDNESDAY   noon Midweek Lenten Worship 
   8:00 p.m. AA 
 
 
Let us pray for… 

 

    Kurt Kusserow, Bishop, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  
Peter Asplin, Melissa Stoller, Assistants to the Bishop  
Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop, ELCA  
Bishop Henrik Stubkjær, President, Lutheran World Federation 
President Modeste, Tulear Synod, Malagasy Lutheran Church 
 

HEALING & SPECIAL NEEDS: George & Debbie K., asylum seekers especially children, Rachel F., Peggy E., Marilyn 
& Brian H., Rose & Chip, Rita, Judy H., Kirk D., Noah, Karen M., Len & Carole, Roni, Karin, Tommy C., Karen S., Darlene 
& Al, Lana, Dayton, Jeffery, Don W., Mindy, Nancy, Aligha, Ron R., Zach F., Katie, Ed R., Tyler C., Nan, Sandra, Lisa, 
Bill, Amy, Tony, Marylene, Yuri, Roy, Lynn F., Pr. Tony, Shelly, Debbie, Myschal, Dawn, Danny M., Pr. Dona, Pete, Alex, 
Barbara, Cheyanne, Anna, Amanda & baby, Holly, Ruth Y., & all with flu, RSV, COVID and unknown illnesses. 
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY:  Lois Peddicord’s Aunt Patty; Pr. Norm Minnich. 
NURSING HOME / ASSISTED LIVING: Mary Jane Freund (Concordia Ridgewood-Plum); Shirley & Jack Pickens 
(William Penn Center); Roni Mayhood (Merakey); Esther Schwab (Seneca Assisted Living); June Minnear (Beatty Point 
Village); Evelyn Rae Dodson (Harmarville Village). 
CAREGIVERS:  Judy M., Chris, Chip, Rebecca, Darlene, Elaine. 
EMPLOYMENT:  Derrick, Yelisbeth, Cassie, Tyler. 
COUNTRY OF THE MONTH:  Ukraine  
MISSION PARTNER:  Holy Trinity - East Pittsburgh 
CHURCH OF THE MONTH:  Christ’s Lutheran Murrysville 
LUTHERAN AGENCY:  Lutheran Senior Life 
SCHOOL OF THE MONTH:  Beechview Elementary  
 
  



First Reading: Deuteronomy 26:1-11 
The annual harvest festival, called the Feast of Weeks, provides the setting for this reading. This festival 
celebrates the first fruits of the produce of the land offered back to God in thanks. In this text, worshipers 
announce God’s gracious acts on behalf of Israel. 
1 When you have come into the land that the LORD your God is giving you as an inheritance to possess, and 
you possess it, and settle in it, 2 you shall take some of the first of all the fruit of the ground, which you harvest 
from the land that the LORD your God is giving you, and you shall put it in a basket and go to the place that 
the LORD your God will choose as a dwelling for his name. 3 You shall go to the priest who is in office at that 
time, and say to him, “Today I declare to the LORD your God that I have come into the land that the LORD swore 
to our ancestors to give us.” 4 When the priest takes the basket from your hand and sets it down before the 
altar of the LORD your God, 5 you shall make this response before the LORD your God: “A wandering Aramean 
was my ancestor; he went down into Egypt and lived there as an alien, few in number, and there he became 
a great nation, mighty and populous. 6 When the Egyptians treated us harshly and afflicted us, by imposing 
hard labor on us, 7 we cried to the LORD, the God of our ancestors; the LORD heard our voice and saw our 
affliction, our toil, and our oppression. 8 The LORD brought us out of Egypt with a mighty hand and an 
outstretched arm, with a terrifying display of power, and with signs and wonders; 9 and he brought us into this 
place and gave us this land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10 So now I bring the first of the fruit of the 
ground that you, O LORD, have given me.” You shall set it down before the LORD your God and bow down before 
the LORD your God. 11 Then you, together with the Levites and the aliens who reside among you, shall celebrate 
with all the bounty that the LORD your God has given to you and to your house. 

Psalm: Psalm 91:1-2, 9-16 
God will give the angels charge over you, to guard you in all your ways. (Ps. 91:11) 

 1 You who dwell in the shelter of the Most High, 
  who abide in the shadow of the Almighty— 
 2 you will say to the LORD, “My refuge and my stronghold, 
  my God in whom I put my trust.”  
 9 Because you have made the LORD your refuge, 
  and the Most High your habitation, 
 10 no evil will befall you, 
  nor shall affliction come near your dwelling. 
 11 For God will give the angels charge over you, 
  to guard you in all your ways. 
 12 Upon their hands they will bear you up, 
  lest you strike your foot against a stone.  
 13 You will tread upon the lion cub and viper; 
  you will trample down the lion and the serpent. 
 14 I will deliver those who cling to me; 
  I will uphold them, because they know my name. 
 15 They will call me, and I will answer them; 
  I will be with them in trouble; I will rescue and honor them. 
 16 With long life will I satisfy them, 
  and show them my salvation.  

Second Reading: Romans 10:8b-13 
Paul reminds the Christians at Rome of the foundation of their creed, the confession of faith in the risen Christ 
as Lord. 

 8b “The word is near you, 
  on your lips and in your heart” 
(that is, the word of faith that we proclaim); 9 because if you confess with your lips that Jesus is Lord and 
believe in your heart that God raised him from the dead, you will be saved. 10 For one believes with the heart 
and so is justified, and one confesses with the mouth and so is saved. 11 The scripture says, “No one who 
believes in him will be put to shame.” 12 For there is no distinction between Jew and Greek; the same Lord is 
Lord of all and is generous to all who call on him. 13 For, “Everyone who calls on the name of the Lord shall be 
saved.” 



Gospel: Luke 4:1-13 
After being filled with the Holy Spirit at his baptism, Jesus is led in the wilderness. Through his responses to 
the temptations of the devil, he defines what it means to be called “the Son of God.” 
1 Jesus, full of the Holy Spirit, returned from the Jordan and was led by the Spirit in the wilderness, 2 where for 
forty days he was tempted by the devil. He ate nothing at all during those days, and when they were over, he 
was famished. 3 The devil said to him, “If you are the Son of God, command this stone to become a loaf of 
bread.” 4 Jesus answered him, “It is written, ‘One does not live by bread alone.’ ” 
 
  5 Then the devil led him up and showed him in an instant all the kingdoms of the world. 6 And the devil said 
to him, “To you I will give their glory and all this authority; for it has been given over to me, and I give it to 
anyone I please. 7 If you, then, will worship me, it will all be yours.” 8 Jesus answered him, “It is written, 
 
 ‘Worship the Lord your God, 
  and serve only him.’ ” 
 
  9 Then the devil took him to Jerusalem, and placed him on the pinnacle of the temple, saying to him, “If you 
are the Son of God, throw yourself down from here, 10 for it is written, 
 
 ‘He will command his angels concerning you, 
  to protect you,’ 
11 and 
 ‘On their hands they will bear you up, 
  so that you will not dash your foot against a stone.’ ” 
 
12 Jesus answered him, “It is said, ‘Do not put the Lord your God to the test.’ ” 13 When the devil had finished 
every test, he departed from him until an opportune time. 
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