
SECOND SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 

January 5, 2025 
 

INVOCATION  
 

HYMN #300 ELW “The First Noel“ 
          INSERT ”Un Ángel Fue Quien Vino a Traer” 
 

CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all our 

sin, whose mercy endures forever.   
C: Amen. 
P: Amidst the darkness of this world, let us confess our sin and welcome the light of God’s forgiveness. 

Silence for reflection and self-examination 
P: Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. 
C: Forgive our lack of faith and trust in your will. 
P: Your Son was born in the poverty of a stable. 
C: Forgive our neglect of the poor. 
P: The shepherds left their flocks and went to Bethlehem. 
C: Forgive our selfishness and complacency. 
P: The magi followed the star to find the Savior of the nations. 
C: Forgive our reluctance to seek You with all our hearts.   
P: The angel said, you shall call his name Jesus for he will save his people from their sins.  With great joy, I 

announce to you the entire forgiveness of your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the 
Holy Spirit.    

C: Amen.   
 

HYMN #289 ELW “Angels We Have Heard“ 
          INSERT ”Un Angelical Cantar” 
 

PRAYER OF THE DAY – O God our redeemer, you created light that we might live, and you illumine our 
world with your beloved Son.  By your Spirit comfort us in all darkness, and turn us toward the light of Jesus 
Christ our Savior, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 

HYMN #288 ELW “Good Christian Friends Rejoice“ 
          #298 LLC ”Christianos: alegremonos” 
 

LESSON EPHESIANS 1:3-14 
 

HYMN #296 ELW “What Child Is This?“ 
          INSERT ”¿Qué Niño Es Éste?” 
 

GOSPEL JOHN 1:1-18 
 

HYMN #298 ELW “Of the Father’s Love Begotten” 
          #318 LLC ”Fruto del amor divino” 
 

LESSON Isaiah 60:1-6 
 

PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14 
 

HYMN #302 ELW “As With Gladness Men of Old“ 
          INSERT ”Con Gran Gozo y Candor” 
 

VERSE:    Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go.  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  
 

GOSPEL MATTHEW 2:1-12 
 

HYMN #646 WOV “We Three Kings of Orient Are“ 
          #321 LLC ”Del oriente venimos tres” 
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NICENE CREED p. 126 
 

PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH – SEE INSERT 
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, and all people. 

Response to petitions:  God of grace, receive our prayer. 
 
We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, through the Word made 
flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 

OFFERING Song  
HYMN #303 ELW “Brightest and Best“ 
          #316 LLC ”Astro el mas bello” 
 

SHARING PEACE 
Allelu, Allelu” 
HOLY COMMUNION WITH LORD’S PRAYER p. 129 
BENEDICTION – The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face to shine upon you.  The Lord 
look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen. 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT EMMANUEL 
 

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:15 a.m. Epiphany Meal after worship 
WEDNESDAY   7:00 p.m. AA 
FRIDAY 10:00 a.m. Budget Meeting 
 

Let us pray for… 
    Kurt Kusserow, Bishop, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  

Peter Asplin, Melissa Stoller, Assistants to the Bishop  
Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop, ELCA  
Bishop Henrik Stubkjær, President, Lutheran World Federation 
President Modeste, Tulear Synod, Malagasy Lutheran Church 

HEALING & SPECIAL NEEDS: George & Debbie K., asylum seekers especially children, Rachel F., Pr. Norm M., Peggy E., 
Marilyn & Brian H., Rose & Chip, Rita, Judy H.,  Kirk D., Noah, Karen M., Len & Carole, Roni, Karin, Tommy C., Karen S., 
Darlene & Al, Lana, Dayton, Jeffery, Don W., Mindy, Marilaine, Nancy S., Nancy, Aligha, Ron R., Zach F., Katie, Ed, Tyler C., 
Nan, Sandra, Lisa, Marlene, Bill, Amy, Tony, Patty N., Marylen, Yuri, Roy, Leilani, Lynn F., Pr. Tony Schneck, Shelly, Debbie, 
Myschal, Dawn, & all with flu, RSV, COVID and unknown illnesses. 
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY: President Carter, Bill Loughner. 
NURSING HOME / ASSISTED LIVING: Mary Jane Freund (Concordia Ridgewood-Plum); Shirley & Jack Pickens (William 
Penn Center); Roni Mayhood (Merakey); Esther Schwab (Beatty Point) June Minnear (Beatty Point Village); Evelyn Rae Dodson 
(Harmarville Village); Georgetta Colton (Seneca Place). 
CAREGIVERS:  Judy M., Chris, Chip, Rebecca, Darlene, Elaine. 
EMPLOYMENT:  Derrick, Yelisbeth, Cassie, Tyler. 
COUNTRY OF THE MONTH: Syria  
MISSION PARTNER:  Holy Trinity - East Pittsburgh 
CHURCH OF THE MONTH:  Trinity Verona 
LUTHERAN AGENCY:  Augusta Victoria Hospital Jerusalem West Bank 
SCHOOL OF THE MONTH:  Redeemer Elementary  
 
  



 
EPHESIANS 1:3-14 
 
3Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, who has blessed us in Christ with every spiritual 
blessing in the heavenly places, 4just as he chose us in Christ before the foundation of the world to be holy 
and blameless before him in love. 5He destined us for adoption as his children through Jesus Christ, according 
to the good pleasure of his will, 6to the praise of his glorious grace that he freely bestowed on us in the 
Beloved. 7In him we have redemption through his blood, the forgiveness of our trespasses, according to the 
riches of his grace 8that he lavished on us. With all wisdom and insight 9he has made known to us the mystery 
of his will, according to his good pleasure that he set forth in Christ, 10as a plan for the fullness of time, to 
gather up all things in him, things in heaven and things on earth. 11In Christ we have also obtained an 
inheritance, having been destined according to the purpose of him who accomplishes all things according to 
his counsel and will, 12so that we, who were the first to set our hope on Christ, might live for the praise of his 
glory. 13In him you also, when you had heard the word of truth, the gospel of your salvation, and had believed 
in him, were marked with the seal of the promised Holy Spirit; 14this is the pledge of our inheritance toward 
redemption as God's own people, to the praise of his glory. 
 
 
JOHN 1:1-18 
 
1In the beginning was the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God. 2He was in the beginning 
with God. 3All things came into being through him, and without him not one thing came into being. What has 
come into being 4in him was life, and the life was the light of all people. 5The light shines in the darkness, and 
the darkness did not overcome it. 
 
6There was a man sent from God, whose name was John. 7He came as a witness to testify to the light, so that 
all might believe through him. 8He himself was not the light, but he came to testify to the light. 9The true light, 
which enlightens everyone, was coming into the world. 
 
10He was in the world, and the world came into being through him; yet the world did not know him. 11He came 
to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. 12But to all who received him, who believed in 
his name, he gave power to become children of God, 13who were born, not of blood or of the will of the flesh 
or of the will of man, but of God. 
 
14And the Word became flesh and lived among us, and we have seen his glory, the glory as of a father's only 
son, full of grace and truth. 15(John testified to him and cried out, "This was he of whom I said, 'He who comes 
after me ranks ahead of me because he was before me.'") 16From his fullness we have all received, grace upon 
grace. 17The law indeed was given through Moses; grace and truth came through Jesus Christ. 18No one has 
ever seen God. It is God the only Son, who is close to the Father's heart, who has made him known. 
 
 
ISAIAH 60:1-6 
 
1Arise, shine; for your light has come, 
 and the glory of the LORD has risen upon you. 
 2For darkness shall cover the earth, 
 and thick darkness the peoples; 
 but the LORD will arise upon you, 
 and his glory will appear over you. 
 3Nations shall come to your light, 
 and kings to the brightness of your dawn. 
 4Lift up your eyes and look around; 
 they all gather together, they come to you; 
 your sons shall come from far away, 
 and your daughters shall be carried on their nurses' arms. 
 5Then you shall see and be radiant; 
 your heart shall thrill and rejoice, 
 because the abundance of the sea shall be brought to you, 
 the wealth of the nations shall come to you. 
 6A multitude of camels shall cover you, 



 the young camels of Midian and Ephah; 
 all those from Sheba shall come. 
 They shall bring gold and frankincense, 
 and shall proclaim the praise of the LORD. 
 
 
PSALM 72:1-7, 10-14 
 
 1Give the king your justice, O God, 
 and your righteousness to a king's son. 
 2May he judge your people with righteousness, 
 and your poor with justice. 
 3May the mountains yield prosperity for the people, 
 and the hills, in righteousness. 
 4May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, 
 give deliverance to the needy, 
 and crush the oppressor. 
 5May he live while the sun endures, 
 and as long as the moon, throughout all generations. 
 6May he be like rain that falls on the mown grass, 
 like showers that water the earth. 
 7In his days may righteousness flourish 
 and peace abound, until the moon is no more. 
 10May the kings of Tarshish and of the isles 
 render him tribute, 
 may the kings of Sheba and Seba 
 bring gifts. 
 11May all kings fall down before him, 
 all nations give him service. 
 12For he delivers the needy when they call, 
 the poor and those who have no helper. 
 13He has pity on the weak and the needy, 
 and saves the lives of the needy. 
 14From oppression and violence he redeems their life; 
 and precious is their blood in his sight. 
 
 
MATTHEW 2:1-12 
 
1In the time of King Herod, after Jesus was born in Bethlehem of Judea, wise men from the East came to 
Jerusalem, 2asking, "Where is the child who has been born king of the Jews? For we observed his star at its 
rising, and have come to pay him homage." 3When King Herod heard this, he was frightened, and all Jerusalem 
with him; 4and calling together all the chief priests and scribes of the people, he inquired of them where the 
Messiah was to be born. 5They told him, "In Bethlehem of Judea; for so it has been written by the prophet: 
 
 6'And you, Bethlehem, in the land of Judah, 
 are by no means least among the rulers of Judah; 
 for from you shall come a ruler 
 who is to shepherd my people Israel.'" 
 
7Then Herod secretly called for the wise men and learned from them the exact time when the star had 
appeared. 8Then he sent them to Bethlehem, saying, "Go and search diligently for the child; and when you 
have found him, bring me word so that I may also go and pay him homage." 9When they had heard the king, 
they set out; and there, ahead of them, went the star that they had seen at its rising, until it stopped over the 
place where the child was. 10When they saw that the star had stopped, they were overwhelmed with joy. 11On 
entering the house, they saw the child with Mary his mother; and they knelt down and paid him homage. Then, 
opening their treasure chests, they offered him gifts of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12And having been 
warned in a dream not to return to Herod, they left for their own country by another road. 
 
 



PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
 

Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, and all people. 

O God, you reveal yourself in this assembly.  In water, wine, and bread, show us again and again your grace 
upon grace, that your church boldly testifies to your love.  

God of grace, receive our prayer. 
You reveal yourself in creation.  In seedlings and planets, microorganisms and galaxies, awaken us to the cry 
of the earth.  As you nourish your people like a watered garden, empower us to nourish our creaturely 
companions.  

God of grace, receive our prayer. 
You reveal yourself in every land and in the farthest parts of the earth.  Deliver peoples who suffer under 
oppressive regimes.  Thwart the foolish plans of unjust leaders.  Give wisdom to our elected officials.  

God of grace, receive our prayer. 
You reveal yourself in every human being.  Help us recognize your image in our siblings in Christ who are in 
the strong grip of addiction, depression, anxiety, hopelessness, or other illness.  Grant us compassion in our 
care for your people.  

God of grace, receive our prayer. 
You reveal yourself anew every day.  In this new year, renew this congregation and its ministries in our witness 
to the good news of the incarnation.  Transform the way we have always done things into your new future for 
us.  

God of grace, receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

You reveal yourself in the lives of your holy ones.  We give you thanks for those who set their hope on you, 
trusting the inheritance we receive in you.  

God of grace, receive our prayer. 
We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, through the Word made 
flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
 
From Sundays and Seasons.com.  Copyright 2024 Augsburg Fortress.  All rights reserved.  
 


