
SIXTH SUNDAY AFTER EPIPHANY 
February 16, 2025 

 

INVOCATION  
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION p. 117 
 
HYMN #825 ELW “You Servants of God” 
 
KYRIE 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY – Living God, in Christ you make all things new.  Transform the poverty of 
our nature by the riches of your grace, and in the renewal of our lives make known your glory, 
through Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON    JEREMIAH 17:5-10 
 
PSALM 1 
 
SECOND LESSON 1 CORINTHIANS 15:12-20 
 
VERSE:    Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go.  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  
 
THE GOSPEL LUKE 6:17-26 
 
REFLECTION – Blessings and curses abound on the sixth Sunday after Epiphany.  We would do well to 
listen closely to whom the “blessed ares” and the “woe tos” are directed and to find our place in the crowd 
among those who desire to touch Jesus.  The risen Christ stands among us in the mystery of the holy 
supper with an invitation to live in him, and offers power to heal us all. 
 
HYMN #619 ELW  “I Know That My Redeemer Lives” v. 1, 2, 6, 8  
 
APOSTLES CREED p. 127 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH    
With the Spirit of Christ shining upon us, let us boldly pray for the church, the world, and all of 
creation. 

Blessed is your church transformed by your Spirit.  Give us courage to proclaim to all people the 
promises made true in the death and resurrection of Christ.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Blessed is creation.  As earth experiences destruction from harmful practices and climate change, 
give us courage to help bring about its restoration.  Encourage those who work in forestry and 
agriculture to be a voice for the hidden places of creation and provide skills for its conservation.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Blessed are the nations.  We pray for presidents, prime ministers, and leaders of nations, especially 
President Trump, Benyamin Netanyahu, Volodymyr Zelenskyy, and Vladimir Putin.  Guide them to 
make decisions based on mercy, justice for all and the good of all the earth.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Blessed are those in need.  Give to all facing illness wise and caring doctors, nurses, and therapists.  
Draw close to those who feel far from you or who are suffering in any way (especially).  Provide an 
extra measure of your grace and love.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Blessed is this congregation.  Like a tree planted by streams of water, we are nourished by faith in 
you.  Provide courage in times that feel dry, trusting that you sustain us in many ways.  
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God of grace, hear our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

Blessed are those saints who now rest in your peace, especially Marilaine, Ardys and Georgetta.  
Through lives of both sorrow and joy, challenge and triumph, they provide witness of faith in all 
times.  May their lives be a witness to the living.  

God of grace, hear our prayer. 
We entrust our prayers to you, O God, in the sure and certain hope in abundant life here and the 
resurrection to come.  Amen. 
 
SHARING PEACE 
 
OFFERING Song  “Allelu, Allelu” 
 
HOLY COMMUNION with LORD’S PRAYER p. 129 
 
HYMN #824 ELW “This Is My Father’s World” 
 
BENEDICTION – The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face to shine upon you.  The 
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen. 

 
 

THIS WEEK AT EMMANUEL 
 

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Worship 
 11:15 a.m. Here I Stand:  Paul Robeson 
WEDNESDAY   7:00 p.m. AA 
 
Let us pray for… 
    Kurt Kusserow, Bishop, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  

Peter Asplin, Melissa Stoller, Assistants to the Bishop  
Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop, ELCA  
Bishop Henrik Stubkjær, President, Lutheran World Federation 
President Modeste, Tulear Synod, Malagasy Lutheran Church 

 

 
HEALING & SPECIAL NEEDS: George & Debbie K., asylum seekers especially children, Rachel F., Pr. Norm M., Peggy 
E., Marilyn & Brian H., Rose & Chip, Rita, Judy H., Kirk D., Noah, Karen M., Len & Carole, Roni, Karin, Tommy C., 
Karen S., Darlene & Al, Lana, Dayton, Jeffery, Don W., Mindy, Nancy, Aligha, Ron R., Zach F., Katie, Ed, Tyler C., Nan, 
Sandra, Lisa, Marlene, Bill, Amy, Tony, Patty N., Marylene, Yuri, Roy, Leilani, Lynn F., Pr. Tony, Shelly, Debbie, Myschal, 
Dawn, Danny M., Dr. Simek, Pr. Dona, Pete, Alex, Barbara, Cheyanne & Whitney & Whitney’s mother, Anna, Amanda 
& baby, Holly, & all with flu, RSV, COVID and unknown illnesses. 
CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY:  Marilaine Jindra, Ardys Theophilus, Georgetta Colton. 
THANKSGIVING:  Homecoming of Marc Fogel. 
NURSING HOME / ASSISTED LIVING: Mary Jane Freund (Concordia Ridgewood-Plum); Shirley & Jack Pickens 
(William Penn Center); Roni Mayhood (Merakey); Esther Schwab (Beatty Point); June Minnear (Beatty Point Village); 
Evelyn Rae Dodson (Harmarville Village). 
CAREGIVERS:  Judy M., Chris, Chip, Rebecca, Darlene, Elaine. 
EMPLOYMENT:  Derrick, Yelisbeth, Cassie, Tyler. 
COUNTRY OF THE MONTH:  Republic of the Congo  
MISSION PARTNER:  Holy Trinity - East Pittsburgh 
CHURCH OF THE MONTH:  Zion Penn Hills 
LUTHERAN AGENCY:  Camp Agapé 
SCHOOL OF THE MONTH:  Woodland Hills High School  
  



First Reading: Jeremiah 17:5-10 
These verses compose a poem that is part of a larger collection of wisdom sayings that contrast two ways of 
life. Life with God brings blessing; the power and vitality of God is active in our life. Life without God brings a 
curse, the power of death. 

 5 Thus says the LORD: 
 Cursed are those who trust in mere mortals 
  and make mere flesh their strength, 
  whose hearts turn away from the LORD. 
 6 They shall be like a shrub in the desert, 
  and shall not see when relief comes. 
 They shall live in the parched places of the wilderness, 
  in an uninhabited salt land. 
 
 7 Blessed are those who trust in the LORD, 
  whose trust is the LORD. 
 8 They shall be like a tree planted by water, 
  sending out its roots by the stream. 
 It shall not fear when heat comes, 
  and its leaves shall stay green; 
 in the year of drought it is not anxious, 
  and it does not cease to bear fruit. 
 
 9 The heart is devious above all else; 
  it is perverse— 
  who can understand it? 
 10 I the LORD test the mind 
  and search the heart, 
 to give to all according to their ways, 
  according to the fruit of their doings. 

Psalm: Psalm 1 
They are like trees planted by streams of water. (Ps. 1:3) 

 1 Happy are they who have not walked in the counsel of the wicked, 
  nor lingered in the way of sinners, nor sat in the seats of the scornful! 
 2 Their delight is in the law of the LORD, 
  and they meditate on God’s teaching day and night.  
 3 They are like trees planted by streams of water, bearing fruit in due season, with leaves that do not 
wither; 
  everything they do shall prosper. 
 4 It is not so with the wicked; 
  they are like chaff which the wind blows away. 
 5 Therefore the wicked shall not stand upright when judgment comes, 
  nor the sinner in the council of the righteous. 
 6 For the LORD knows the way of the righteous, 
  but the way of the wicked shall be destroyed.  

Second Reading: 1 Corinthians 15:12-20 
For Paul, the resurrection of Christ is the basis for Christian hope. Because Christ has been raised, those who 
are in Christ know that they too will be raised to a new life beyond death. 
12 Now if Christ is proclaimed as raised from the dead, how can some of you say there is no resurrection of the 
dead? 13 If there is no resurrection of the dead, then Christ has not been raised; 14 and if Christ has not been 
raised, then our proclamation has been in vain and your faith has been in vain. 15 We are even found to be 
misrepresenting God, because we testified of God that he raised Christ—whom he did not raise if it is true that 
the dead are not raised. 16 For if the dead are not raised, then Christ has not been raised. 17 If Christ has not 
been raised, your faith is futile and you are still in your sins. 18 Then those also who have died in Christ have 
perished. 19 If for this life only we have hoped in Christ, we are of all people most to be pitied. 
  20 But in fact Christ has been raised from the dead, the first fruits of those who have died. 



Gospel: Luke 6:17-26 
After choosing his twelve apostles, Jesus teaches a crowd of followers about the nature and demands of 
discipleship. He begins his great sermon with surprising statements about who is truly blessed in the eyes of 
God. 
17 [Jesus] came down with [the twelve] and stood on a level place, with a great crowd of his disciples and a 
great multitude of people from all Judea, Jerusalem, and the coast of Tyre and Sidon.18 They had come to hear 
him and to be healed of their diseases; and those who were troubled with unclean spirits were cured. 19 And all 
in the crowd were trying to touch him, for power came out from him and healed all of them. 
 
  20 Then he looked up at his disciples and said: 
 “Blessed are you who are poor, 
  for yours is the kingdom of God. 
 21 “Blessed are you who are hungry now, 
  for you will be filled. 
 “Blessed are you who weep now, 
  for you will laugh. 
  22 “Blessed are you when people hate you, and when they exclude you, revile you, and defame you on 
account of the Son of Man. 23 Rejoice in that day and leap for joy, for surely your reward is great in heaven; 
for that is what their ancestors did to the prophets. 
 24 “But woe to you who are rich, 
  for you have received your consolation. 
 25 “Woe to you who are full now, 
  for you will be hungry. 
 “Woe to you who are laughing now, 
  for you will mourn and weep. 
  26 “Woe to you when all speak well of you, for that is what their ancestors did to the false prophets.” 
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