
FIRST SUNDAY OF CHRISTMAS 
December 29, 2024 

 
INVOCATION  
 
CONFESSION AND FORGIVENESS 
P: Blessed be the Holy Trinity, one God, who forgives all 

our sin, whose mercy endures forever.    
C: Amen. 
P: Amidst the darkness of this world, let us confess our sin and welcome the light of God’s forgiveness. 
  Silence for reflection and self-examination 
P: Mary accepted your call to be the mother of Jesus. 
C: Forgive our lack of faith and trust in your will. 
P: Your Son was born in the poverty of a stable. 
C: Forgive our neglect of the poor. 
P: The shepherds left their flocks and went to Bethlehem. 
C: Forgive our selfishness and complacency. 
P: The magi followed the star to find the Savior of the nations. 
C: Forgive our reluctance to seek You with all our hearts.   
P: The angel said, you shall call his name Jesus for he will save his people from their sins.  With great 

joy, I announce to you the entire forgiveness of your sins, in the name of the Father, and of the Son, 
and of the Holy Spirit.      

C: Amen.   
 
HYMN #282 ELW “It Came Upon a Midnight Clear” 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY – Shine into our hearts the light of your wisdom, O God, and open our minds to 
the knowledge of your word, that in all things we may think and act according to your good will and may 
live continually in the light of your Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 
one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON    1 SAMUEL 2:18-20, 26 
 
PSALM 148 
 
SECOND LESSON COLOSSIANS 3:12-17 
 
VERSE:    Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go.  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  
 
THE GOSPEL LUKE 2:41-52 
 
SERMON 
 
HYMN #279 ELW “O Little Town of Bethlehem” 
          INSERT ”Oh, Pueblecito de Belén” 
 
NICENE CREED p. 126 
 
PRAYERS OF THE CHURCH  
Filled with good news of great joy, let us offer our prayers for the church, the earth, and all people. 

For those who teach and those who learn, we pray.  Bless the education ministries of your church.  Guide 
Sunday school teachers, college and seminary professors, and Bible study leaders in our ongoing faith 
formation and curiosity.  Raise up teachers for Emmanuel en Espanol.  

God of grace, receive our prayer. 
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For the thriving of creation, we pray.  Protect the habitats of pangolins and porcupines, penguins and 
parrots, and all wild animals and creeping things.  Increase our knowledge of the world and the care of 
its inhabitants.  

God of grace, receive our prayer. 
For the nations of the world, we pray.  Raise up rulers who lead with compassion, kindness, humility, 
meekness, and patience.  Let your peace rule in their hearts and in all lands especially in Palestine & 
Israel, Sudan, Ukraine, Myanmar & the Democratic Republic of the Congo.   

God of grace, receive our prayer. 
For the well-being of your people, we pray.  Keep watch over all who travel this holiday season.  
Accompany those who are alone or ill (especially).  Console parents and children whose relationships are 
strained or severed.  

God of grace, receive our prayer. 
For the ministry of this congregation and our partners, we pray.  Let the word of Christ dwell among us.  
In times of conflict, clothe us in love and move us to forgiveness.  

God of grace, receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

For your holy, beloved, and chosen ones of every time & place, we give thanks.  Draw us all into 
everlasting joy.  

God of grace, receive our prayer. 
We commend these prayers to you, O God, trusting your grace made known to all, through the Word 
made flesh, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord.  Amen. 
 
OFFERING Song  “Allelu, Allelu” 
 
SHARING PEACE 
 
HOLY COMMUNION WITH LORD’S PRAYER p. 129 
 
BENEDICTION 

 
THIS WEEK AT EMMANUEL 

 

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Worship 
WEDNESDAY   8:00 p.m.  AA 
 

Let us pray for… 
 

    Kurt Kusserow, Bishop, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  
Peter Asplin, Melissa Stoller, Assistants to the Bishop  
Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop, ELCA  
Bishop Henrik Stubkjær, President, Lutheran World Federation 
President Modeste, Tulear Synod, Malagasy Lutheran Church 

 
HEALING & SPECIAL NEEDS: George & Debbie K., asylum seekers especially children, Rachel F., Pr. Norm M., Peggy 
E., Marilyn & Brian H., Rose & Chip, Rita, Pres. Carter, Judy H.,  Kirk D., Noah, Karen M., Len & Carole, Roni, Karin, 
Tommy C., Karen S., Darlene & Al, Lana, Dayton, Jeffery, Don W., Mindy, Marilaine, Nancy S., Nancy, Aligha, Ron R., 
Zach F., Katie, Ed, Tyler C., Nan, Sandra, Lisa, Marlene, Bill, Amy, Tony, Patty N., Marylen, Yuri, Roy, Leilani, Lynn F., 
Pr. Tony Schneck, Shelly, Debbie, Myschal, & all with flu, RSV, COVID and unknown illnesses.   
NURSING HOME / ASSISTED LIVING: Mary Jane Freund (Concordia Ridgewood-Plum); Shirley & Jack Pickens 
(William Penn Center); Roni Mayhood (Merakey); Esther Schwab (Beatty Point) June Minnear (Beatty Point Village); 
Evelyn Rae Dodson (Harmarville Village); Georgetta Colton (Seneca Place). 
CAREGIVERS:  Judy M., Chris, Chip, Rebecca, Darlene, Elaine. 
EMPLOYMENT:  Derrick, Yelisbeth, Cassie, Tyler. 
COUNTRY OF THE MONTH: Israel and Palestine 
MISSION PARTNER:  Holy Trinity - East Pittsburgh 
CHURCH OF THE MONTH:  St. John’s North Versailles 
LUTHERAN AGENCY:  Glade Run Lutheran Services 
SCHOOL OF THE MONTH:  Penn Hills High School  



First Reading: 1 Samuel 2:18-20, 26 
Having dedicated her son Samuel to God’s service, Hannah visits him every year when she and her husband 
Elkanah come to the temple to offer sacrifices. God grants Hannah more children, and Samuel himself gains 
favor in the sight of all. 
18 Samuel was ministering before the LORD, a boy wearing a linen ephod. 19 His mother used to make for him a 
little robe and take it to him each year, when she went up with her husband to offer the yearly sacrifice. 20 Then 
Eli would bless Elkanah and his wife, and say, “May the LORD repay you with children by this woman for the 
gift that she made to the LORD”; and then they would return to their home. 
 
  26 Now the boy Samuel continued to grow both in stature and in favor with the LORD and with the people. 

Psalm: Psalm 148 
The splendor of the LORD is over earth and heaven. (Ps. 148:13) 

 1 Hallelujah! Praise the LORD from the heavens; 
  praise God in the heights. 
 2 Praise the LORD, all you angels; 
  sing praise, all you hosts of heaven. 
 3 Praise the LORD, sun and moon; 
  sing praise, all you shining stars. 
 4 Praise the LORD, heaven of heavens, 
  and you waters above the heavens. 
 5 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
  who commanded, and they were created, 
 6 who made them stand fast forever and ever, 
  giving them a law that shall not pass away.  
 7 Praise the LORD from the earth, 
  you sea monsters and all deeps; 
 8 fire and hail, snow and fog, 
  tempestuous wind, doing God’s will; 
 9 mountains and all hills, 
  fruit trees and all cedars; 
 10 wild beasts and all cattle, 
  creeping things and flying birds; 
 11 sovereigns of the earth and all peoples, 
  princes and all rulers of the world; 
 12 young men and maidens, 
  old and young together.  
 13 Let them praise the name of the LORD, 
  whose name only is exalted, whose splendor is over earth and heaven. 
 14 The LORD has raised up strength for the people and praise for all faithful servants, 
  the children of Israel, a people who are near the LORD.  Hallelujah!  

Second Reading: Colossians 3:12-17 
Just as newly baptized Christians in the early church were clothed with new garments upon arising from the 
baptismal waters, so all who have received God’s gift of life in Jesus Christ are covered with the character of 
Christ. 
12 As God’s chosen ones, holy and beloved, clothe yourselves with compassion, kindness, humility, meekness, 
and patience. 13 Bear with one another and, if anyone has a complaint against another, forgive each other; just 
as the Lord has forgiven you, so you also must forgive. 14 Above all, clothe yourselves with love, which binds 
everything together in perfect harmony. 15 And let the peace of Christ rule in your hearts, to which indeed you 
were called in the one body. And be thankful. 16 Let the word of Christ dwell in you richly; teach and admonish 
one another in all wisdom; and with gratitude in your hearts sing psalms, hymns, and spiritual songs to 
God. 17 And whatever you do, in word or deed, do everything in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to 
God the Father through him. 
 



Gospel: Luke 2:41-52 
Jesus grew up in a family that went to the Passover festival each year. It was in this environment of faithful 
adherence to the law that Jesus grew into spiritual maturity and an understanding of his identity and mission. 
41 Now every year [Jesus’] parents went to Jerusalem for the festival of the Passover. 42 And when he was 
twelve years old, they went up as usual for the festival. 43 When the festival was ended and they started to 
return, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem, but his parents did not know it. 44 Assuming that he was in 
the group of travelers, they went a day’s journey. Then they started to look for him among their relatives and 
friends. 45 When they did not find him, they returned to Jerusalem to search for him. 46 After three days they 
found him in the temple, sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all 
who heard him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 When his parents saw him they were 
astonished; and his mother said to him, “Child, why have you treated us like this? Look, your father and I have 
been searching for you in great anxiety.” 49 He said to them, “Why were you searching for me? Did you not 
know that I must be in my Father’s house?” 50 But they did not understand what he said to them. 51 Then he 
went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was obedient to them. His mother treasured all these things 
in her heart. 
 
  52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in years, and in divine and human favor. 
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