
FIRST SUNDAY OF ADVENT 
December 1, 2024 

 

INVOCATION 
 
CONFESSION AND ABSOLUTION p. 117 
 
HYMN #266 ELW “All Earth is Hopeful” 
 
LIGHTING OF ADVENT CANDLE 
 
KYRIE 
 
PRAYER OF THE DAY - Stir up your power, Lord Christ, and come.  By your merciful protection alert 
us to the threatening dangers of our sins, and redeem us for your life of justice, for you live and reign 
with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen. 
 
FIRST LESSON    JEREMIAH 33:14-16 
 
PSALM 25:1-10 
 
SECOND LESSON 1 THESSALONIANS 3:9-13 
 
VERSE:    Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go.  You have the words of eternal life.  Alleluia.  Alleluia.  
 
THE GOSPEL  LUKE 21:25-36 
 
REFLECTION:  Advent is about the “coming days.”  God’s people have always lived in great expectation.  
The ancients anticipated a “righteous Branch to spring up from David.”  The Thessalonians awaited “the 
coming of our Lord Jesus with all the saints.”  Jesus’ contemporaries hoped for the time “to stand before 
the Son of Man.”  With them we eagerly await the coming days and all the ways that Jesus comes to us.   
 
HYMN #257 ELW “O Come, O Come, Emmanuel” 
          #281 LLC “Oh ven, oh ven, Emanuel” 
 
NICENE CREED  p. 126 
 
PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION   
As we prepare for Emmanuel, God-with-us, let us pray for all people and places that long for God’s 
presence. 
 
God of righteousness, your people live in hopeful expectation of your coming.  Fill your church with 
renewed passion for our shared mission, and deepen our relationships with other Christians and other 
faith traditions in our local community and across the world.  

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
God of the cosmos, all creation shows that your presence is near.  Help us sense your goodness and love 
in the sun and moon, in sprouting leaves and bare branches, in the roaring sea and quiet breeze.  

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
God of the nations, your reign extends over all principalities and powers.  Give leaders and all in authority 
hearts for justice and peace.  Encourage efforts to enact policies that benefit the common good.  

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
God of change, you accompany us through life’s transitions.  Be near to all who are changing jobs, moving, 
welcoming children, or facing the loss of loved ones.  Sustain those who are ill or suffering (especially).  
In times of change, remind us of your steadfast love.  

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
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God of community, your Spirit holds us together.  Sustain our care for one another Inspire us to seek 
new ways to live together and to embrace the diversity of thought and identity in our communities.  

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
Here other intercessions may be offered. 

God of memory, we give you thanks for faithful ones who have died.  Tend to our grief and sorrow with 
renewed trust in your promise of abundant and eternal life.  

Lord, in your mercy, receive our prayer. 
Savior of the nations, come, and receive these prayers and the pleas of our hearts, in the name of Jesus 
Christ.  Amen. 
 
SHARING of the PEACE 
 
OFFERING Allelu, Allelu, Allelu Gracias Senor 
 
HOLY COMMUNION with LORD’S PRAYER p. 129 
 
BENEDICTION:  The Lord bless you and keep you.  The Lord make his face to shine upon you.  The 
Lord look upon you with favor and give you peace.  Amen. 

 
 
 

THIS WEEK AT EMMANUEL 
 

The flowers on the altar are presented by Marsha Kennedy in honor of Burt’s birthday. 
 

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m. Worship 
TUESDAY   1:00 p.m. Church Council Meeting 
WEDNESDAY 12:30 p.m. Midweek Advent Service 
   8:00 p.m. AA 
 
 
Let us pray for… 

 

    Kurt Kusserow, Bishop, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod  
Peter Asplin, Melissa Stoller, Assistants to the Bishop  
Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop, ELCA  
Bishop Henrik Stubkjær, President, Lutheran World Federation 
President Modeste, Tulear Synod, Malagasy Lutheran Church 

 
HEALING & SPECIAL NEEDS: George & Debbie K., asylum seekers especially children, Rachel F., Pr. Norm M., Peggy 
E., Marilyn & Brian H., Rose & Chip, Rita, Pres. Carter, Judy H.,  Kirk D., Mason M., Noah, Luca, Karen M., Len & Carole, 
Roni, Karin, Tommy C., Karen S., Fernando W., Darlene & Al, Lana, Dayton, Jeffery, Don W., Mindy, Marilaine, Nancy 
S., Nancy, Aligha, Ron R., Zach F., Katie, Ed, Tyler C., Nan, Sandra, Mateo G., Lisa, Marlene, Bill, Amy, Tony, Patty N., 
Marylen, Yuri, & all with flu, RSV, COVID and unknown illnesses.   
NURSING HOME / ASSISTED LIVING: Mary Jane Freund (Concordia Ridgewood-Plum); Shirley & Jack Pickens 
(William Penn Center); Roni Mayhood (Merakey); Esther Schwab (Beatty Point) June Minnear (Beatty Point Village); 
Evelyn Rae Dodson (Harmarville Village); Georgetta Colton (Seneca Place). 
CAREGIVERS:  Judy M., Chris, Chip, Rebecca, Darlene, Elaine. 
HOUSING NEEDS:  Dicson & Alexa.  
EMPLOYMENT:  Derrick, Yelisbeth, Cassie, Tyler. 
COUNTRY OF THE MONTH: Israel and Palestine 
MISSION PARTNER:  Holy Trinity - East Pittsburgh 
CHURCH OF THE MONTH:  St. John’s North Versailles 
LUTHERAN AGENCY:  Glade Run Lutheran Services 
SCHOOL OF THE MONTH:  Penn Hills High School  
  



First Reading: Jeremiah 33:14-16 
In the Old Testament, “righteousness” often has to do with being faithful in relationship. God acts righteously 
both in punishing Israel for its sin and in having mercy. In today’s reading, Jerusalem’s future name—
“The LORD is our righteousness”—proclaims that God is even now working salvation for Israel. 
14 The days are surely coming, says the LORD, when I will fulfill the promise I made to the house of Israel and 
the house of Judah. 15 In those days and at that time I will cause a righteous Branch to spring up for David; 
and he shall execute justice and righteousness in the land. 16 In those days Judah will be saved and Jerusalem 
will live in safety. And this is the name by which it will be called: “The LORD is our righteousness.” 

Psalm: Psalm 25:1-10 
To you, O LORD, I lift up my soul. (Ps. 25:1) 

 1 To you, O LORD, 
  I lift up my soul. 
 2 My God, I put my trust in you; let me not be put to shame, 
  nor let my enemies triumph over me. 
 3 Let none who look to you be put to shame; 
  rather let those be put to shame who are treacherous. 
 4 Show me your ways, O LORD, 
  and teach me your paths.  
 5 Lead me in your truth and teach me, 
  for you are the God of my salvation; in you have I trusted all the day long. 
 6 Remember, O LORD, your compassion and love, 
  for they are from everlasting.  
 7 Remember not the sins of my youth and my transgressions; 
  remember me according to your steadfast love and for the sake of your goodness, O LORD. 
 8 You are gracious and upright, O LORD; 
  therefore you teach sinners in your way. 
 9 You lead the lowly in justice 
  and teach the lowly your way. 
 10 All your paths, O LORD, are steadfast love and faithfulness 
  to those who keep your covenant and your testimonies.  

Second Reading: 1 Thessalonians 3:9-13 
Upon Timothy’s report from the congregation at Thessalonica, Paul is exuberant with gratitude for them. In 
this passage from his letter, Paul voices overflowing thanks, joy, and blessings for the people of this growing 
church. 
9 How can we thank God enough for you in return for all the joy that we feel before our God because of 
you? 10 Night and day we pray most earnestly that we may see you face to face and restore whatever is lacking 
in your faith. 
 
  11 Now may our God and Father himself and our Lord Jesus direct our way to you. 12 And may the Lord make 
you increase and abound in love for one another and for all, just as we abound in love for you. 13 And may he 
so strengthen your hearts in holiness that you may be blameless before our God and Father at the coming of 
our Lord Jesus with all his saints. 

Gospel: Luke 21:25-36 
God will fulfill God’s purposes and, already, hidden signs of that fulfillment abound. On that great day there 
will be dismay, perplexity, confusion, and terror, but God’s people shall be given strength to stand boldly and 
receive God’s promised redemption. 

[Jesus said:] 25 “There will be signs in the sun, the moon, and the stars, and on the earth distress among 
nations confused by the roaring of the sea and the waves. 26 People will faint from fear and foreboding of what 
is coming upon the world, for the powers of the heavens will be shaken. 27 Then they will see ‘the Son of Man 
coming in a cloud’ with power and great glory. 28 Now when these things begin to take place, stand up and 
raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.” 
 
  29 Then he told them a parable: “Look at the fig tree and all the trees; 30 as soon as they sprout leaves you 



can see for yourselves and know that summer is already near. 31 So also, when you see these things taking 
place, you know that the kingdom of God is near. 32 Truly I tell you, this generation will not pass away until all 
things have taken place. 33 Heaven and earth will pass away, but my words will not pass away. 
  34 “Be on guard so that your hearts are not weighed down with dissipation and drunkenness and the worries 
of this life, and that day does not catch you unexpectedly, 35 like a trap. For it will come upon all who live on 
the face of the whole earth. 36 Be alert at all times, praying that you may have the strength to escape all these 
things that will take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.” 
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