SECOND SUNDAY OF EASTER EMMANUEL LUTHERAN CHURCH
April 27, 2025 1229 Jefferson Heights Road, Pittsburgh, PA 15235
INVOCATION 412-824-4525
E-Mail: EastmontELC@Hotmail.com
THANKSGIVING FOR BAPTISM p. 119 www.emmanuellutheraneastmont.org
Rev. Linda Orsen Theophilus, Pastor
HYMN OF PRAISE “This is the Feast” p- 149 420 Nike Drive - 412- 824-5945/412-401-5742 cell

PRAYER of the DAY - O God of life, you reach out to us amid our fears with the wounded hands of
your risen Son. By your Spirit’s breath, revive our faith, and strengthen us to be the body of your
Son, Jesus Christ, our Savior and Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God,
now and forever. Amen.

BLESSING OF SEEDS, SOIL AND WATER

HYMN #379 ELW “Now the Green Blade Rises”
#357 LLC “Brota ya el retono”
FIRST LESSON ACTS 5:27-32

PSALM 118:14-29
SECOND LESSON REVELATION 1:4-8

VERSE: Alleluia, Lord to whom shall we go. You have the words of eternal life. Alleluia. Alleluia.

ELW # 172 Halle, Halle, Hallelujah
THE GOSPEL JOHN 20:19-31

REFLECTION: Because it is hard to believe, we will invest ourselves in the Easter mystery for fifty days
(a week of weeks). Because it is hard to believe, John the evangelist will provide sign after sign
celebrating Jesus’ victory over death. Because it is hard to believe, the risen Jesus will return to us again
and again in the mystery of holy communion, inviting us to touch and taste his presence, and offering us
his peace.

HYMN #376 ELW “Thine Is the Glory”
INSERT “Tuya sea la Gloria”
NICENE CREED p.- 126

PRAYERS OF INTERCESSION
God of resurrection and new life, we come before you in prayer for the church, the world, and all in
need.

Inspire the church with the breath of your Holy Spirit, that we sing the good news of the resurrection.
Inspire deacons and pastors, lay leaders and bishops to boldly proclaim your love for all people.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Preserve the earth as a safe home for all creatures. Restore habitats contaminated by pollution or
overuse, strengthen efforts to shape more sustainable communities, and make us mindful of the
impacts of our daily lives on the well-being of creation.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Kindle in the nations a spirit of cooperation and mutual care. Raise up creative and courageous
leaders committed to shaping just solutions to complex challenges in our local and global
communities.
Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.



Embrace all who carry wounds, that they might know your compassion. Draw near to those with
chronic pain or anxiety, and all for whom death is near. Comfort individuals and communities
suffering in any way.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
Transform our fear into curiosity and love, especially across differences in race, religion, sexuality,
gender identity, and economic situation. Unravel stereotypes that lead to discrimination, and destroy
oppressive systems that marginalize vulnerable communities. Reveal the locations of those who
have disappeared. Reunite separated families.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.

Here other intercessions may be offered.
We remember the faithful departed from all times and places. Confident that you are the Alpha and
Omega, we pray for your wisdom and guidance until our earthly pilgrimage is complete.

Hear us, O God. Your mercy is great.
We commend these and all our prayers to you, O God, trusting that you are always with us; in the
name of Jesus Christ, our risen Savior. Amen.

SHARING OF THE PEACE
OFFERING Allelu, Allelu, Allelu Gracias Senor
HOLY COMMUNION with LORD’'S PRAYER p.- 129

HYMN #375 ELW “Allelua! Christ is Arisen”
#361 LLC “iAleluya! Cristo resucito”

BENEDICTION: The Lord bless you and keep you. The Lord make his face to shine upon you. The Lord
look upon you with favor and give you peace. Amen.

THIS WEEK AT EMMANUEL

SUNDAY 10:00 a.m.  Worship
WEDNESDAY  8:00 pm. AA

Let us pray for...
Kurt Kusserow, Bishop, Southwestern Pennsylvania Synod
Peter Asplin, Melissa Stoller, Assistants to the Bishop
Elizabeth Eaton, Presiding Bishop, ELCA
Bishop Henrik Stubkjeer, President, Lutheran World Federation
President Modeste, Tulear Synod, Malagasy Lutheran Church

HEALING & SPECIAL NEEDS: George & Debbie K., asylum seekers especially children, Rachel, Peggy, Marilyn &
Brian, Rose & Chip, Rita, Judy H., Kirk, Karen M., Len & Carole, Roni, Karin, Tommy C., Karen., Darlene & Al, Lana,
Dayton, Aligha, Ed R., Tyler., Nan, Sandra, Marylene, Yuri, Roy, Lynn F., Pr. Tony, Shelly, Debbie, Myschel, Amanda &
baby, Mitzi, Pat N., Lynn’s brother, Charlie, David, Francesca, Janice, John, Lance F., Debbie B., Mase, Mindy, Tony, Don
M, Alexis’ son, & all with flu, RSV, & COVID & undiagnosed illnesses.

CHRISTIAN SYMPATHY: Pope Francis.

NURSING HOME & ASSISTED LIVING: Mary Jane Freund (Concordia Ridgewood-Plum); Shirley & Jack Pickens
(William Penn Center); Roni Mayhood (Merakey); Esther Schwab (Seneca Manor); June Minnear (Beatty Point Village);
Evelyn Rae Dodson (Seneca Place); Peggy Ebert (Kane-McKeesport).

CAREGIVERS: Judy M., Chris, Chip, Rebecca, Darlene, Elaine.

EMPLOYMENT: Yelisbeth, Cassie, Tyler.

COUNTRY OF THE MONTH: United States

MISSION PARTNER: Holy Trinity - East Pittsburgh

CHURCH OF THE MONTH: Good Shepherd

LUTHERAN AGENCY: Lutheran Service Society

SCHOOL OF THE MONTH: Gateway Middle School




First Reading: Acts 5:27-32

Peter has been arrested for proclaiming the good news of Jesus’ death and resurrection. His response to the
charges of the high priest summarizes the early church’s proclamation of forgiveness of sin through repentance.

27When they had brought [the apostles,] they had them stand before the council. The high priest questioned
them, 28saying, “We gave you strict orders not to teach in this name, yet here you have filled Jerusalem with
your teaching and you are determined to bring this man’s blood on us.” 2° But Peter and the apostles answered,
“We must obey God rather than any human authority. 3°The God of our ancestors raised up Jesus, whom you
had killed by hanging him on a tree. 3 God exalted him at his right hand as Leader and Savior that he might
give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins. 32And we are witnesses to these things, and so is the Holy
Spirit whom God has given to those who obey him.”

Psalm: Psalm 118:14-29

You are my God, and I will exalt you. (ps. 118:28)

14The LORD is my strength and my song,
and has become my salvation.
15>Shouts of rejoicing and salvation echo in the tents of the righteous:
“The right hand of the LorD acts valiantly!
6The right hand of the LORD is exalted!
The right hand of the LoRD acts valiantly!”
171 shall not die, but live,
and declare the works of the LORD.
8The LorD indeed punished me sorely,
but did not hand me over to death.
190pen for me the gates of righteousness;
I will enter them and give thanks to the LORD.
20"This is the gate of the LORD;
here the righteous may enter.”
211 give thanks to you, for you have answered me
and you have become my salvation.
22The stone that the builders rejected
has become the chief cornerstone.
23 By the LoRrD has this been done;
it is marvelous in our eyes.
24This is the day that the LorD has made;
let us rejoice and be glad in it.
2’Hosanna! O LORD, save us!
We pray to you, LORD, prosper our days!
26 Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the LORD;
we bless you from the house of the LORD.
2”The LoRD is God and has given us light.
Form a procession with branches up to the corners of the altar.
28You are my God, and I will thank you;
you are my God, and I will exalt you.
29 Give thanks to the LorbD, for the LORD is good;
God’s mercy endures forever.

Second Reading: Revelation 1:4-8
The book of Revelation recounts a mystical vision of the risen Christ experienced by a Christian prophet named
John. Here he describes Christ as a timeless redeemer, the beginning, present, and end of all time.

4John to the seven churches that are in Asia:
Grace to you and peace from him who is and who was and who is to come, and from the seven spirits who

are before his throne, ®>and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the firstborn of the dead, and the ruler of
the kings of the earth.



To him who loves us and freed us from our sins by his blood, ®and made us to be a kingdom, priests serving
his God and Father, to him be glory and dominion forever and ever. Amen.

7Look! He is coming with the clouds;
every eye will see him,
even those who pierced him;
and on his account all the tribes of the earth will wail.
So it is to be. Amen.

8“1 am the Alpha and the Omega,” says the Lord God, who is and who was and who is to come, the Almighty.

Gospel: John 20:19-31

The unprecedented events of the day of resurrection continue as the risen Jesus appears to his fearful disciples.
A week later, after Thomas worships Jesus, Jesus pronounces that the blessings of the resurrection are also
for those who "“have not seen and yet believe.”

19When it was evening on that day, the first day of the week, and the doors of the house where the disciples
had met were locked for fear of the Jews, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with
you.” 20 After he said this, he showed them his hands and his side. Then the disciples rejoiced when they saw
the Lord. ?'Jesus said to them again, “Peace be with you. As the Father has sent me, so I send you.” 22When
he had said this, he breathed on them and said to them, “Receive the Holy Spirit. 23If you forgive the sins of
any, they are forgiven them; if you retain the sins of any, they are retained.”

24But Thomas (who was called the Twin), one of the twelve, was not with them when Jesus came. 2°So the
other disciples told him, "We have seen the Lord.” But he said to them, “Unless I see the mark of the nails in
his hands, and put my finger in the mark of the nails and my hand in his side, I will not believe.”

26 A week later his disciples were again in the house, and Thomas was with them. Although the doors were
shut, Jesus came and stood among them and said, “Peace be with you.” 2 Then he said to Thomas, “Put your
finger here and see my hands. Reach out your hand and put it in my side. Do not doubt but believe.” 2 Thomas
answered him, “My Lord and my God!” ?° Jesus said to him, “Have you believed because you have seen me?
Blessed are those who have not seen and yet have come to believe.”

30Now Jesus did many other signs in the presence of his disciples, which are not written in this book. 3! But

these are written so that you may come to believe that Jesus is the Messiah, the Son of God, and that through
believing you may have life in his name.
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